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There’s something Fishy about the Saw Mill River…

Analysis of the biodiversity of the Saw Mill River

 During the turn of the century, the Saw Mill River was once referred to as “The Great Fishing Trap” for its abundance of fish species. In the 1900s the residence of Yonkers swam, fished and actually drank from this very river. These days the river is more known as the eye sore that overflows the parkway every time it rains. Because the river runs through Westchester it is of local concern to those that reside their. A river that is rich in fish species means a healthy river that can do more than just be our own backyard dump.  In order to analyze the species that exits there, a group of volunteers jumped into waders and traveled up and down the Saw Mill River throughout a six month period. Two other similar studies have been done to analyze the river’s species in the past and they were used for comparison to this study.  Overall 8 different species of fish were collected and over 450 fish all together throughout a 6 month period. 
Formulas

Relative Frequency= rf

Relative Dominance=rd

Importance Values =IV
IV for Species
# of specific fish/ total fish= rf

# of seines with specific fish in it/ # of total seines= rd

Rf+Rd=IV

Importance Values for Season
Rf= # of specific fish in season / total fish in seasons

Rd= # of pushes fish is in, in season / # of total pushes per season

IV= Rf+Rd

IV for sites
# of specific fish/ Total fish at site=Rf

Fish in Seine/Seines at Sites=Rd

Rf+Rd=IV

