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Monday, July 16, 2012, 3:00 PM, Larkin Plaza, Yonkers, NY

International Urban Parks Conference to Tour Saw Mill River Daylighting Park 

On Monday, July 16, 2012 at 3:00 pm, the 2012 International Urban Parks Conference will tour Yonkers' Saw Mill River Daylighting Park. The tour, entitled "Lost and Found: Saw Mill River Daylighting in Yonkers," is part of the mobile workshop portion of the Conference, entitled "Greater & Greener: Re-Imagining Parks for 21st Century Cities," hosted by City Parks Alliance in New York City, July 14-17.  
US Interior Secretary Kenneth Salazar and New York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg will be offering opening addresses for the main conference in New York City. (They are not expected for the Yonkers tour.) Tour participants will include city officials and park professionals from across the country, as well as city park planning designers and visionaries.
The schedule for the Yonkers tour is as follows:

3:00pm        Tour to start in front of Yonkers Train Station
3:00–3:10     Initial introduction of project and tour leaders: Ann-Marie Mitroff, River Programs Director,                                           Groundwork Hudson Valley; Wilson Kimball, Director of Downtown Waterfront Development, City of Yonkers; Joseph Fleming, Executive Vice-President, PS&S Engineering; and Doug Evans, Manager, Groundwork Initiative, National Park Service Rivers, Trails, and Conservation Assistance. 

3:10-3:45      Convene in Yonkers Riverfront Public Library's Community Room (1 Larkin Center in   Yonkers) for presentation by Joseph Fleming, Engineer and Executive Vice President, PS&S Engineering, responsible for the design and construction oversight for Daylighting Park, and Ann-Marie Mitroff, River Program Director of Groundwork Hudson Valley, partners with City of Yonkers on habitat restoration integration into project. 

3:45-4:50      Tour of site and “working parts” of project, including Mill Street, the next phase of the Daylighting project

4:55              Return to train station for 5:01pm train back to NYC - OR - 

4:55             Continued tour of Science Barge, 99 Dock Street--a fully functioning demonstration of renewable-energy-supported farming that operates off-the-grid, powered by solar and wind energy and biofuels and irrigated with rain water--with Bob Walters, Science Barge Director. 
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The Saw Mill River Daylighting project is one of the most significant habitat restorations in the U.S. in terms of its ecological, economic and cultural impacts. A grassroots effort by Groundwork Hudson Valley’s Saw Mill River Coalition and many community partners worked for more than a decade to reclaim this lost portion of the river.  Through ecological engineering, a section of the river formerly underground has been unearthed and will now be enjoyed by thousands of commuters, shoppers and residents daily.  The newly created habitat will also support existing species such as the American eel and potentially a species new to the Saw Mill River—the alewife. The new Saw Mill River daylighting park will engage residents and visitors through interpretive elements that will investigate the Saw Mill River’s history and how peoples’ actions and decisions have changed its ecology over the last 400 years.  Guides include Groundwork Hudson Valley, Rivers Trails Conservation Assistance (NPS), and PS&S Engineers.
In addition to the City of Yonkers and Groundwork Hudson Valley, other partners in the Saw Mill River Daylighting Project include Yonkers Public Library, Beczak Environmental Education Center, Friends of Philipse Manor Hall, Yonkers Committee for Smart Development, Scenic Hudson, and countless private citizens and businesses.
Groundwork Hudson Valley is an environmental non-profit. Signature programs include the Science Barge, Saw Mill River Coalition, Free-A-Tree Vine-Cutting, Saw Mill River Daylighting, Youth Green Team, Our Folks, Community Garden Network, Urban Landscaping Team, Saw Mill River Farmers Market, and Community Supported Agriculture. 
# # #
